
Directions to Validate Grad PLUS Loans 
 
 

PLUS Loans require a validation process on the ZotAid portal. Grad PLUS Loans: Grad 
students can proceed to validate their loan after an application has been approved on 
studentaid.gov. 
 

STEPS TO VALIDATING GRAD PLUS LOANS 
1. Log into your ZotAid portal.  

 
2. Ensure you are on the correct current academic year. For this example, the 

student selects “September 2025 - June 2026.” 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

https://www.ofas.uci.edu/login.php
https://www.ofas.uci.edu/login.php
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3. On the top right, navigate to the “FINANCIAL” tab. 
 

  
 

4. Under Section 2, choose the PLUS loan to validate. Select “Update Acceptance.” 
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5. Loans are accepted by term. Select the quarter you wish to accept loans and 
unselect the quarters you do not want to “Take Action” on. For this example, the 
student is accepting loans only for Fall 2025.  
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6. Students will have 3 options per term. Cover “Direct Cost” (tuition, fees, and on-
campus housing only), “Another amount,” or “I would like to decline loans my 
funds that require acceptance” for that specific term.  
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7. Students cannot accept more than the maximum amount offered for the term. For 
this example, the student is being offered a total of $14,961 with $6,833 from 
Unsubsidized loans and $8,128from Grad PLUS loans.  
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8. Step 3 “Confirm your Awards” of the process will show the disbursements per 
term including their projected refund amount per term (excluding mandatory 
origination fees).  
 

 
 

9. To officially accept your loans: 
a. Select “I ACCEPT” 
b. Enter your Student ID 
c. Enter your Last Name 
d. Select “Sign & Finish”  
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Upon accepting the loans, students will be required to complete PLUS Entrance 
Counseling and sign the PLUS Master Promissory Note. Links are provided from the 
Zot Aid Home screen Step #3.  
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